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The foundation of the Miseion of St . Mary of the Lake, (Gannan-
Nepss

thaa,) at the 0ld Iroquois'

Judging from the many perils and hardships it involved, as
well as the varioug thrilling incidents it furnighked, and still
more by the situations most dreadful it oftentimes created, the
founding of the Mission of Our Lady of the Take was a mighty en-
terprise, and thus constitutes an’'historic event of the o0ld In-
dian migeion time, such ag to deserve a whole phbem to celebrate
the courage of those pioneers who launched on the daring adven-
ture that led to it...
The Jesuite of New France, at the time, knew well what_tge :
undertaking involved of daring acts... and even dlong with J;@I.IIIIB?
but a ekant o agsurance
a§ to its result; they knew also by an experience acquired from
mery years of frequent dealings with those Indians, comprised un-
der the designation of Iroquois, what meent for them in matter of ‘i

personal gecurity to entrust their lives to the €ole and entire

discretion of those people so rash and violent in their recklesg-

In spite of their geeming good will and tone of gincerity in
nce more : :
seekiﬁé%*e thé]amity of the French, despite their earnest plead-
ing for Miegionaries to be sent to their country with the gpecified

in their midet
purpose to- establisﬁiﬁgkan elaborate and permanent mission--- no

metter the amount of benevolence displayed by the Iroquois ambassa- &
dors in their peace negotiatione, nevertheless the French! Gover—
nor and the Jesuits of Quebec, remained extremely perplezed as to

‘ instance, and once] hawisag
wh at course to takE‘inﬁfﬁx_preaéﬁi\*-f having seriously pondered
all the moral motives upon which to base their decigion, they at
last gave their acgent, they could not easily succeed in keeping
their minds clear of all rear thought peréistently warning them
that in this whole maneuvering, an immense plot was being deviged
by the shrewd Iroquoie to involve all the members of the projected
mission in a general masgacre, once definitely establiched in their
midet.

The Departure of the Founders from Quebec

" Ag goon ag the raﬁolution wag taken, all those destined to

Sam,



partake in the undertaking were urged to hasten the preparatives
of the voyage. Every one, then, proceeded actively to his own pre-
paration; gsome, filling and strapping their havresacks; others
picking and assembling their particular utillages according to
attribution and servicee of each, ety

It wae for a few days an endless going from the Fort to the

¢ § of A¥ -
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shore and back, of individuals busy carrying packs, &a&xfilL@}he

¥

boats ranged in a line along the shore..

Although limited to strictest requirement, the cargo amounted
to quite a load, for, the supplies had to be somewhat in acecordance
with the crew which iteelf was calculated after the importance of
the undertaking. Fifty Frenchmen, workere and soldiers, under the

e

command of a military Officer,Monsieur Dup¥ie. Four Jesuit Fathere:
Frangois
Lemercier, in quality of Superior--Menard, Fremin, Dablon; Three lay-Brot-
here, and forty Hurons besides,in 21l forming a total of one hundred p&
preople who in the morning of the departure stooddﬁg $he shore, in read-
inege to embark. Two 1arge§ barks with sails and oars, and several

lighter crafts, mainly bark canoes were put ‘ to contribution to hold

comfortably all the travelers in addition to %he cargo

sddittenteo—the-csrpoy

()

"The small but quite spectacular fleet pulled odfif shore on May

17, 1656, taking ites full swing on the great St. Lawrence, under the
eyeg of almost ai%b%&ebec‘. counted of French and Indiens of diverse
hatione or tribes, who, from the shore were shouting to us the ex-
pression of their best wishes in the Lord for & speedy and happy
voyage," wrote the chronicler, a member of the expedition, &nd con-
tinuing: "Many of those who thus acclaimed us, were following us
with eyes of compassion and with trembling hearts, holding us as

many poggible victime destined to the fifes and crueltg of those

tribes toward whom we were going."

(1) Relation(1667,P.51)



As the chroniclef proceeds from date to date in hie itinerary
co ghall we follow him step by step in our narrative.

At the end of their first day's jourmey, having Gdoidy tra-
velled & distance of thirty-six mileg, they stopped for the night,
not far below a small foreland called "Pointe Saint Croix," The
Missionaries estimating that spot bearing a so mystical name, a
fit place wherein to celebrate the mystery of the crosg, resolution
wag reached that the caravan ghould halt there, on the following
morning for the purpose of gaying mass.

But through & mysterious mixture of inadvertancy and oblivion
. on the part of the captain and pilots, after putting up the ssails
by a feir‘wind they'started before daylight, and continuing on,
passed the'Point 'without drawingashore contrarily to prearrangement.

Heaven wasg wafching over the expeditioners b& keeping them
from the precently infested place, Three hundred liohawks happened
to. be encamped thereabouts. Had Heaven permitted these barbarians
to attack the pilgrims during the celebration of the Mase what s
disaster would have ensued. Through God's mercy they were spared that
dreadful calamity.

"Thege lMohawks poured out their gall begotten from their 1ost.
chance with our party by attackhing on their way downward %uﬁflast‘
canoes," statee the chronicler, "upsetting one of them in the riv-
er, wounding ocne of the two Jesuit brothers by a double discharge
of a gun. They put the Hurone into bonds and illtreated the few
Onnondaga lroquois sent by their nation to Quebec to urge and has-
ten our coming to their country. After pleading and menacing, the’
Onnondagas succeeded in having the attackers come to terme, whq

then releaced the Hurons and proceeded to make apolicgy bo el for



ce,

these offenses as if the whole unpleasant incident had been the
mere effect of their having mistaken them for bdther people{
lay 19th, our travellers reached Three Rivers, where they
made a prolonged halt. They resumed *“heir journey only on May 29
to be welcomed by the inhabitants of llontresl two daye later. The
following day, June.lst, one canoe was dispatched from ﬁhe latter pla;
by the expeditioner%,to the Onnondagas/with~a mesgage advigeing
thece Iroquois of their direct march toward their country.
June 8th, they bowed to Montreai'in taking leave of the placs
in twenty canoes well freighted--- they hed digcarded their bigger
crafte rendered unaveilable by so many rapide or cascades that are
to be encountered ou the immensge St. Lawrence, between Montresal
and Lake Ontario.
vur expeditionerg had hardly gone beyond gight of Montresl, five
{5r“sixrm11esfﬁbove the town,hen a cquad of liohawks caught sight
of them. These marauders anticipating at first gight that they
were iurons with whom they had no peace, prepared for an agsault
but, on further inepection,seeing their reprecentative number and
imposing force, they did not want to engender trouble, but resolved
rather upoﬁ taking to the woods for conceslment.
"Afterward, made consciocus of théﬁr error" says the @ronicler," ag
they saw our banner digplaying in the air, as we gped on, the sa-
cred Name of Jesug paihnted in large lettere on an oriflame of white

taffeta, they were reagsure and thereupon datermined ip gi1° . con-

fidence $oamakefaipe@cafwi;appno&ch onto ug."

But, for their misfortune thej had not counted with the Onnon-

daga subjects to be found associated with the French egcursioners,
by whom they were received with worde of abuse, reproaching them
their treachery and their wanton brigandage committed of late a-
gainst them; and, as by way of retaliation they leaped into the ca-

noeg of these migled congeniers of theirs, ceized their armg, and



laid hande on all the things that were worth taking'away from their
baggage. Here the Author of the Relation sounds the note of gym-
pathy for those despoiled victims, in concluding his nerration of
thie brutal incident by the following reflexion; "such wag the oS
\ -
sole benefit and consolation these unfortunate gg%gés brought back
AN 2)) Confrdiyce g
with them for {igmsi@® having come * - beneusbenidy \graét .
JIn keeping along the shore of Lake St. Louig, one :anigyof
Sus/aneda wREck
their fleet, by an unavoidable misghap B vicogemE—on accident
liable to happen sometimes on account of the weak material employed
in the construction of these emall Indian vessels of o0ld. The
alarm.given of the accident, a2ll the crew as soon drew ashore.
As they were light, these boats were also quick to build; in a
AAFT
fraction of a day's work a new (qame) wag already in. due ghape to
resurrect the defunct one.

With Lake St. Louis behind them, our travellers were soon
challenged by the angry temper of the River,by which they were
called upon to engage in fierce battles against its currente which
seemed ag if always trying td keep travelers from progresging by

; T//[ /47 ;!
launching forth ssee tumbling and rebounding billows§ with such & rush
to perfectly juetify their being called rapids... :
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gation wae particularly hard, as described by the Author of the old
Relation. "We were engaged into torrents of waters so violent that
we were constrained to go ifito the water up to our waiste and use
all our might - hauling ahd pushing our canoces." Sometimes their
only means to make headway was to carry them entirely. "We were
getting drenched all over.,"notes the chronicler, "For when we had
our lower halves in the river, sometimes, the rain pouring dowq

from heaven drenched as much our upper halves



But so much water had no power to damp the migsionary arddr with

which the Fathers were animated, for, we read this reflection

from the chronicler, on the occasion of a certain toiling day;Z%he sum
of holy j??lggaﬁen diffused in our souls from toiling for God's King-

dom outweighe overwhelmingly the amount of fatigues accumulated

in our limbs from these hard navigation days."

Moogse and deer, b; théir frequent appearance made the hunt so
good that they were killing game more than sufficient to keep their
meat reserve to answer their daily consummation during all that
particular phase of their voyage.

On the 17th of the same month they came up to Hee catledees a
certain lake which had been namelesg gince the epock of its forma-
tion... a disadvantage however which has been taken away from it)
gince the day it opened its large gates for the passage of the epi-
cal founders of the Migsion of Our Lady of the Lake /s s

"On our way," as the old narrative hag it, "we arrived at
the lower end of a ;ake which some travellers used to confound with
Lake St. Louis; "We agreed in calling it St. Prancoig to distiﬁguish
it from the preceeding .« - : called St. Louisg."

It is referred by the game informant as having a surface of thirty
by ten miles. It owes its existance to & copious and magnificent
enlargement of the St. Lawrence ac ig the case with Lake St. Louis.
"Groups of beautiful islands occupy large cpaces of its surface at
both ite extremities.” »

We may eagily take for granted every member of the party who

attended the christening ceremony agreed perfectly in admitting
that with such dimension &and at sacﬁhége, the lake in question was old
and big enough indeed to be baptized.

On June the 25th, a group of Indian hunters seeing the canoes

of our French Travellers, frightened By such an imposing fleet, took
to the woods for safety, abandoning canoes and baggages on the

ghore, which was by no means wise of them--for Indians and French



helped themgelves equally freely with what they found in the canoes
of the fleeing hunterse=armg, beaver gking and diverse serviceable
articles.. But, after, one of the hunters heing caught and recog-
nized ag partaining to the Andastague Indians, & non inimical na-
tion, the French repaired their pfedatory deed, by refunging with
apology all the material substance of their spoliation; but their
Indien companions less susceptible to scruple of conseience and to
gentiment of humanity, did not feel compelled in their rough nature
to perform & similar act of justice and civility toward the poor
despoiled victimse.

June 26, in the evening, while the party was quietly repoging
in a provisory encampment put up for the night, moanings such asg
uttered by a person in worst predicament, happened to strike the ears
of the camping party; the lugubrious sounds emitted were reaching
the camp quite clearlx,amplified by the stillness of the night and
the water of the lake ag a carrying medium. Suepicions arose natur-
ally in the minds of the campers, that it might pogsgibly be come
migserable captive actually fleeing avay from the hands of the Iro-
quois to escape an abominable fate, and reduce to extremety resulting
from fatigue and starvation.

Thereupon Monsieur Dupuis, the officer in charge, commanded to
beat the drum as a sign to him of the presence of their regiment at
a close distancggéﬁnhim. The poor men too shy or too timorous for haz-
arding a spontanious appearance, came along drudgingly toward the
encampment as soon as he had heard the drum.

The pitifal personage revealed himeself a Huron Indian, named
Joachim Ondakout, a very good christian well known in Qmuebec, recent-
ly made war prisoner with many of hig compatriots by the three hun-
dred lMohawk warriors at Pointe Ste. Croix, as mentioned above. Bent ,

therefrom on continuing their raiding and plundering, this mightily
sanguinay



regiment of men-hunters kept going down toward Quebec by the St.
Lawrence, and made the Ile D'Orlean the theatre of their brigandage.
On this 1lg¢lend wags found, at the time, the unfortunsate emall colony
of Hurons who had migrated from their country to Quebec for safety,
and finally had settled thereon, two jears after the destruction of
their beloved country by the same Iroquois.

Thie Huron's condition was mogt pitiful, he was but gkin and
bones; more bones than skin, for he had half his body scorched at
the stake, at the Hohawk village--Osserneson. He had just undergone
the first etage of hie martyrdom, according as sentenced by his cap-
torg. The lagt series of tortures destined to finish him were sus-
pended abo&e his head just for the night'when through a providential
way he succeeded in eccaping. He had run away with hardly any clothes
on, and kept tramping and tremping in this horrible condition seven-
teen days with nothing to eat except wild berries :uch onl#was e
could be found across his way. He had traversed immense stretches of
land uovergd with dense forest without issue, when his plaintive
voice was heard at the encampment, where he received such a timely
succour that saved hie life. The first attention given him congisted
in a medecine to dispose his stomach debilitated by a long deficient
diet to receive food without injury. Then having get him Ain sufifici-
ent. shape, his charitable hosts put to hie disposal a well freighted
canoe with a Huron boy to carry him down to Quebec among his people.

On the night of June 27, having‘suécessfully fought their way
through the last rapide to be encountered on the St. Lawrence, the
pllgrims were alreadyvhalfway between Montreal and the Onnondaga
country, the term of their journey. At that phase of their hard voy -
age, on the point to enter upon the superb Lake Ontario (then called
Lac des Iroquois) the travelling squad could raise their heads in
hope and look forward for a few days at least of calm and relatively
restful navigation on such magnificent expanse of . water ¥

ag afforded by the lake, Ifree of curranf’ and rapids...



Hardly two days of smooth paddling had made our pilgrims for-
get the strain sustained from their previous toilsome navigation on
the St. Lawrence, when, alas' another serious concern began to har-
ags them. It was the fact that their monthprovisions were rapidly
going down. Thus, in presence of that alarming reality, seeing them-
selves with no prospect of sure catch of any sort looming up for
quite a term yet, the crew was therefrom urged to go at a greater
speed, and by longer paddling days, even with encroachment upon the

night time in order to escape the pursuit of such an enemy as famine.
On one of thoge days while crusing on Lake Ontario, an nideous |

object cémevincidentally into eight: it revealed : certain canoeg mov=-
ing slowly towards the Pilgrims and passed . alongside’of. them like
horrifyiﬁg shades or silouettes of the underworld. Those canoeg,three
in number, were mounted by Mohawk men-hunters holding in display four
human scalps taken over Nez-percé Indians(a tribe of the west) , whengee.
and> all freeh-tore off from their genuine possessore. ”Besidestthese
Mo wke had with them three war-captivee;-one woman and two children.
Moreover to render ‘theé- bpéctacle‘thamore ludibrious and for%g‘betterﬁ
&“ea&{§1r~mllitar valor, the spoliatore had taken tare to suspend ﬁypm to
tops ofAmaq their hairy gpoils,which,under the bf%ing breeze,&s he

o= te] gemng degcribed #m e edr arce and cectiong of arecs . Like wéird
birds teet meep m about am fixed 'ﬂOln-ta.i‘.n;» :

On July the 1st a canoe was loomlng in The distance, our French

sallore started in a race with their canoes pointed towards the‘app-
arition; overtaking it, they found that the occupants were Indians
of the Onnondagas. Right there thece apprised the French and Mission-
aries of their being expected by their tribesmen and that Father
Chaumonot who had been left among Onnondaga; wag feeling well.

July the 3rd, under the menace of famine, the flottilla made
haste to reach a place cglled "Ottiatannehengue” well known for its

wealth of fieh in summer season, and where they therefare hoped to
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find successful Indian fishers with plenty of fich stored up, &nd be all
likely in poeition> to gupply to their long-felt need of food, So,
for & warning tc the people of the encampment that they were coming,
lMonsieur Dupule ordered the discharge of two gmall cannons of hig
artillery. But to their great disappointment not a single pair of
human ears were there to hear the cannons nor an;, individual to suc-
cour them—people and fish were all gone; it wae Just pasgt the sea-
son for either. In this juncture a messenger Waé digpatched to Onnon-
daga village to bring the news of their progregsgive journey and to
negotiate without delay about food to be sent immediately. He star-
ted under the stioulation that he should push his canoe diligently
by day and night. In gpite of 211 his haste, thise messenger could
not soon return to the waiting party, as he had ninety mileg to tra-
vel to reach Onnendaga. In the hope of obtaining quicker relief, one of
the French was sent to & nearer place; but unfortunately he found
nobody there either to afford the required guccour., the place being
equally deserted.

The fishing-nets of the Prench, although kxept constantly low-
ered deep, remained empty, and the travellers' stomachs too by way
of congequence.

At this period, Dame Pamine was holding them B; the throat--
according to the €hronicler's expres.ion. Purthermore, in addition
to that already full measure of adversities and trying circumsteances,
Fathgr Lamercier, the superior, became 111: likely a regult of the
famine and fatigue combined. In this predicament, the worst was
that the only thing needed to afford him relief, food, was totally
lacking. Nothing on hand to help the gick Father to get better, ex-
cept strictly what could be provided by Mother Nature,,,the ground to
lie on, the gky for covering, and wild berries for diet. Pas kind of
berries mentioned here in the 01d Relation, were cranberries, called
"atoka" by the Indians of the tipme. 1t wae incumbent upon the young
members of the expedition to supply the whole crew with this food by

’ dire
going to a nearby prairie to nick them, which in tEEI?\necessity and
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hunger they found tasty, although being b_y themselves not so much
endowed with savour nor with nourighing quality. At this time con-
ditions were so hard for the travellers that the Indian element of
the party, who should have been the last to suffer from the famine
asg beigg gurposedly more accustomed to severe diet, found the ac-
tual bzgifgre so hard that their resistance failing, they were geen
dwindling away from the party one after another until five only re-
mained constant out of fofty as they were at the start.

The fifth and sixth of July, their fishing attempt resulted at
lagt iﬁEaéertain catch, & medium sized pike; as there were gixty to
partake of it there was hardly a mouthful for each. However they
were advancing all the same;tfor, on the geventh they arrived at the
mouth of Gennanthaha river; which gives, by the gathering of its wét
ter into & bagin, existence to the lake of the same name...on whoge
shore the lMissionaries had decided to establish their head-quarters.
The following déy they caw shead of them. a rapid of the wildest
temper to be encountered. It was more than enough to discourage men
going on with empty stomachs for days; they had for nourishing sup-
port the previous evening,one drop of liquor which the commander
Dupuis had distributed to each. They were déadly-pale already, but
their palenesgs egtill grew in shade in pregence of this challenging
rush of waters.

Their weak endeavor however resulted into an advancement of
three miles. But the tagk of the day over---part of the men falling
gick, others growing despondent for lack of strength, everything
converged to indicate that they had gone to the 1limit of all efforts
in effective travelling.

At legt their trial drew to an end, when appeared to their lan-
guishing eyes a canoe loaded with provisions. dere, the pilgrims
were forced to execlaim: "God's providence is admirable." according
to the chromicler, and immediately after the following text is read

"Deducit ad inferos reducite.m™

"The relieving cenoe was making head on with such a speed that
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he seemed," notes the chronicler, "to be advancing more by strokes

of bird's wings than by strokes of oars, and he continues with the
following typical expressiong; "The very sight of thig long wanted ’/
succour, by cheering our hearts, was producing the illusion of s

genuine sustentation. Our strength was entering by our eyes, and

before we gat to eat, our fatigue had vanished: the food by ite very
presence, had as by a magical effect, the virtue to bring back health

as well as joy." ‘

The whole flotilla drew to qhore ag the canoe savior arrived. £

There W Wor 4, hoe WAt dehvereo( by tie CO\ZF‘—QNVV 6 boak to H\L ado!rm

hka‘ruﬂuuz,WA 'Fanwjﬂgﬁzﬂ%
large gal-"

bags of corn- flour and numbers of

mong already cooked were offered snd Lerved to the fanished travdﬂern...

by i — i i S s
onarn The reacued party rendered *hanks to bod accordlnp to the 0ld Rela-

A

&Qﬂiﬂ' tion, for go opportune an intervention. Forthright the large boil-
At cagmmd
fascess  ing pot is suspended over the fire for the preparation of  the vsaga-
miteyand happiness together with plentifulness had returned to the
camp. "One gingle day is enough to rub out of memory the sufferings
of ten bad ones," remarks here the Author of the Relation, "and
nothing remained of our famine except the glorious merit of having
guffered something for Our Dear Lord Jesus.
Henceforth, to the end of tneir journey it wag & blesged abun- L
dance; even the river by an effect of God's munificence became asg b‘.
way of compensation the more generoug to their regard according as
W Previsagly
it bid showed iteelf more strictly shut up to generogity}?
for they began to draw from its bosom more fish than they could
posgibly consume.
On the 10th of Jukly, toward evening, they came within & short
day's journey -ﬁgﬂ the lake where the mission's querters were to be
raised. There, they received the first welcome of the lroguois nations

by the mouth of one of the foremost captains of the Onnondagag. In

& harangue he gave interpretation as how great hig joy was and that
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of his tribesmen, arising from the fact of their coming. “fhe four
nations," he added, "together with the elders who wait for you a}e
likewise participating in the came joy."

On the 11th day at three o'clock, the pilgrims arrived at the en-
trance of Lake Gannanthsha.

The esncients among the Onnondagas knowing the migsionaries' de-
termination to establich their quarters on the chore of this lake,
gathered thither with a multitude of Indians to aggist at the arri-
val of the fathers with the contigent of KFrenchmen accompenying them.
Thie lake ie said by the chronicler to be at the time forming &an
-expange of water of six by theee miles. Now follows a deseription of
the Lake in the records. Three particularities are recorded; the
exigtence of sources of mineral water with such & prbportion of salt,
that even galt in ite specific form is foﬁnd on the surface of the
g0il around thesge sources. The second particularity was that the sur-
roundings of the lake has been chosen by the turtle doves to flock
in the spring time, and in such e&-number as to permit sometimes a
catch of several hundred of them in one morning. The third notable
thing, wae that their neighborings were at the time the dwelling
place of a certain kind of reptile called "Serpent a sonnette",
rattle snakes, who are never seen to venture to any distance but
keep alwajs at close range from these cources. These snakes are
called thus from the fact that they cary toward the extremity of
their taile, scales which by a shake giveg a certain sound similar
to that of 1little clappers, which can be heard at s distance of teen-

t)

L

paces.

The Indians claim, continued the chronicler, that thece gscales
are good to cure toothaches, and that the meat is good medecine for
fever, which they ate with same appetite as they did the eel. They
cut off the tail and the head which is flat snd of a quandicular form,
and ate the rest. Hig body is three feet long, his thicknese ig about
that of a man's wrist. He has four teeth, two asbove ana two below as

long But sharper edssis+ than our little needles.



